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falsity and render true the life which we are developing.
So also with every other virtue, with good in its totality.
Courage is developed in the presence, not in the absence,
of an object which we fear. If there were no objects
which give rise to the sensation of fear, then courage could
never be evolved. Thus man could never develop strength
to hold to the good, unless he gained it through conflict
with evil.

Another fundamental use of evil is the evolution of
the power to discriminate between good and evil, and thus
of volition or choice. There could be no knowledge of
good without the experience of evil, just as we should have
no knowledge of light unless we at times experience dark-
ness. There are these pairs of opposites throughout nature,
and neither of the two opposing terms of a pair could
exist without the other. We can distinguish Truth only
by discerning it as different from that which is not true,
and can learn its value only by finding from experience
the destructive effects of falsehood, in man and in
society. Thus, only by recognition of evil can we know
good, and to recognise evil, experience of evil is necessary.

Useful also is evil as a scourge which drives us
to good. For as evil is discordance with the evolving
forces of the Divine Life in manifestation, it must result
in pain. Hence evil inevitably brings suffering as a result,
not by an arbitrary penalty but by an inherent necessity.
Suffering in its turn gives rise to a feeling of repulsion
towards the cause of suffering and drives man away from
evil and towards good.

This being so, we should look with understanding
and absolute charity on all forms of evil which surround
us. If we see a human soul struggling in corruption and
evil, we should feel no anger, intolerance or hatred, but